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Whereas the legitimate interests of con-
sumers are often overlooked in trade dis-
putes;

Whereas the availability of affordable
housing is important to American home buy-
ers and the need for the availability of such
housing, particularly in metropolitan cities
across America, is growing faster than it can
be met;

Whereas imposition of special duties on
U.S. consumers of softwood lumber, essential
for construction of on-site and manufactured
homes, jeopardizes housing affordability;

Whereas the United States has agreed to
abide by dispute settlement procedures in
the World Trade Organization and the North
American Free Trade Agreement, providing
for international review of national remedy
actions; and,

Whereas the World Trade Organization and
North American Free Trade Agreement dis-
pute panels are reviewing findings by the
ITC: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), that it is the sense of
the Congress that—

(1) The Department of Commerce and U.S.
Trade Representative should work to assure
that no delays occur in resolving the current
disputes before the NAFTA and WTO panels,
supporting a fair and expeditious review;

(2) U.S. anti-dumping and countervail law
is a rules-based system that should proceed
to conclusion in WTO and NAFTA trade pan-
els;

(3) The President should continue discus-
sions with the Government of Canada to pro-
mote open trade between the United States
and Canada on softwood lumber free of trade
restraints that harm consumers;

(4) The President should consult with all
stakeholders, including consumers of lumber
products in future discussions regarding any
terms of trade in softwood lumber between
the United States and Canada.

——————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on Rules
and Administration will meet at 9:30
a.m., Wednesday, March 19, 2003, in
room SR 301, Russell Senate Office
Building, to conduct an oversight hear-
ing on the operations of the Secretary
of the Senate and the Architect of the
Capitol.

For further information concerning
this meeting, please contact Susan
Wells at 202-224-6352.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 13, 2003, at
9:30 a.m., in open and possibly closed
session, to receive testimony from uni-
fied and regional commanders on their
military strategy and operational re-
quirements, in review of the Defense
Authorization Request for Fiscal Year
2004 and the future years Defense pro-
gram.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 13, 2003, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on ‘‘“The Administration’s Pro-
posed Fiscal Year 2004 Budget for the
Federal Transit Administration.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Thursday, March 13, 2003, at 9:30
a.m., in SR-253, for an executive ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate, on Thursday,
March 13 at 10 a.m., to receive testi-
mony on gaining an understanding of
the impacts of last year’s fires and
then looking forward to the potential
2003 fire season.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate, on Thursday,
March 13, at 2:30 p.m., is to conduct
oversight on the designation and man-
agement of national heritage areas, in-
cluding criteria and procedures for des-
ignating heritage areas, the potential
impact of heritage areas on private
lands and communities, Federal and
non-Federal costs of managing herit-
age areas, and methods of monitoring
and measuring the success of heritage
areas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 13, 2003, at
2 p.m., to hold a members briefing on
Iraq’s political future.

Briefer: The Honorable William
Burns, Assistant Secretary for Middle
East, Department of State, Wash-
ington, DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing entitled
“Setting the Record Straight: The
Nomination of Justice Priscilla Owen”’
on Thursday, March 13, 2003, at 10 a.m.,
in the Dirksen Senate Office Building,
room 106.

March 13, 2003

Witness list

Panel I:. The Honorable Kay Bailey
Hutchison and The Honorable John
Cornyn.

Panel II: Priscilla Richmond Owen to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Fifth Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 13, 2003, for
a joint hearing with the House of Rep-
resentatives’ Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, to hear the legislative presen-
tations of the Retired Enlisted Associa-
tion, Gold Star Wives of America, the
Fleet Reserve Association, and the Air
Force Sergeants Association.

The hearing will take place in room
345 of the Cannon House Office Building
at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 13, 2003, at
2:30 p.m., to hold a closed hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CLEAN AIR, CLIMATE
CHANGE, AND NUCLEAR SAFETY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Clean Air, Climate
Change, and Nuclear Safety be author-
ized to meet on Thursday, March 13, at
9:30 a.m. to conduct an oversight hear-
ing on the implementation of the
CMAQ and Conformity programs. This
meeting will be held in SD 406.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session on the Senate on
Thursday, March 13, 2003, at 2 p.m., in
open session to receive testimony on
the impacts of environmental laws on
readiness and the related administra-
tion legislative proposal in review of
the Defense Authorization Request for
Fiscal Year 2004.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Bruce
Artim and Dr. Mark Carlson from Sen-
ator HATCH’s staff be granted floor
privileges for the remainder of the ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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